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tith the event of the now yoar, “ho Ceraan cool erisis hes not abated,
and aftor a 1ull during the holidays onplaver ond employec roups heve stenyed
u> thelr activity in bringing srescuros to bear on oach cthar and on the
Oovernnonts ithout aseribing to any of the {ollowing viows which have apocred
in the precs, the frbassy believes they are conorally roprocentotive of the
current charged atnoophore in the Rdhr,

For exanple, DUNKIARDT of intornchmenuncsvervend has annotnecd that in the
absence of Toverment intorvention porhaps 196,000 ninors will have to be dise
nmissed as the only woy to counter the surplus oreblen, On the other hand, the
enly solution according to DANLIANY of i, G, terghbau is the introduction of tho
S=day weorl: weol: with full pay and retoution of the Tashour chift, The wmion
also continues to rosist further layoffs in the nining industyy, I. G, Bercbeu
i3 also arranging a hure protest demonstyation in toehum on January 25 and telks
of a Stermmarsch (march of the workars) on Pomm L tho nromises of thoe Chancollor
to find a solution do not materialize, '

In this atmosphore the joliticiane ore having a field day, and tho $i/D i
talcng advantago of tho situation in an effort to coumnter the rosults of tho last
election in Lend Fhein<ostjtialia. Symbolie is the demond by Zundostag Deputy
DLIST (5¥D) to the Luropson Parlismentary Assenbly to nationalize all nining
entorpriees in the Eurepean camnunity. The Chancallor, an old hand in Dheinland
politics, 1s on the other hand atterytin; to preserve rains made by the CDU in
the lost Tend elsctions and has as his objeetive 2oltical indopendencs of the
powerful mine workers unions, thus trving to prevent an idontity of tho mnion
and 37D objectives in tre arca, '

On the quostion of the cancellation f 4S. coal contracta, "Der 'littap?
says concellations will cost I 200 nillion afid the paper concludos thot it is
cortain we will hear more of this rrdlin- mnrast in weelo to cana, Aceording
to "Dor ilittag,” tho situation is espeeially awlomrd for the Auhe riining induse
try as eloctians for the Jorks Courcils w.1l bo hold bepinmin: in "arch, and
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it is feared that radical candidates have already gained votes, The paper
tolleves this gain would increase to a serions extent if U.S. exporters ware
to insist on excoution of agreedeupon imports and poes on to say that the

- Ruhr hopes that & convietion of mutusl interests will become appavrent in the

- United States when making these econcmic decisions, and insistance on the ful-
fillment of the contracte would promote radicalism in the industrial centers
of the Federal Republic, According to this statement, the Ruhr doss not quese
tion tho lepality of the contracts and does not want to shirk fulfilimentt,

but offers rederption in accordance with the rules of a free economy. '

Out of the welter of charges and countercharges, the foll . are the
significent statistlcal facts for 1958, . ’ owling

1. At the end of the year, coal and aoke stocks at pithoads amounted to
13,1 million tons corpared with approximately 750,000 tons at the beginning of
the years In addition, consumer stocks at the end of the year amounted to
about 12,7 million tons=~-a theorstical ceiling imposed on them by the limita~
tion of storape facilities, '

2o Froduction of hard coal, axclusive of the Sap, during 1958 was
132.6 million tons or 532,000 tons below the previous year,

3o Under the industry's rationalisation program, but more probably due
. to the froese on new hiring, employment at mines detlined from L95,000 at the
beginning of 1958 to 474,000 at the end of 1958, representing ynemployment of
21,000 men, Many of these have undoubtedly been sbsorbed into other industries,
since thers are no indications of widsspread memo

Lo On the other hand, the extension of free shifts and shorter work wecks
- are more seriocus, TFree shifts during the year amounmito 2,7 million, and losses
“in mine earnings are estimated at over IM 50 millten, = " '

5. FProductivity during the yeer inoreased, as average coal production per
ehift per underground miner incressed from 1,565 kiles in 1957 to 1,6L2 kilos in
1953, ' This accotnts for the relatively L decline in production, It has
been estimated that if employment had been fully maintained production would

have been 3s8 million tons highars |

The tendoncy toward lower smployment ocmtinued into 1959, and, accordin: to
1,0, Bergbau, during the weck ending Jammmxy 9th 72,767 miners in 24 mines had
to drop shifts, and the loss in production vas estimated at 97,400 tooss .
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